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LETTERS
M y th lo re  w elcom es and  e n c o u ra g e s  l e t t e r s  o f  
comment on th e  a r t i c l e s ,  r e v ie w s ,  a l l  o t h e r  w r i t i n g ,  
and th e  a r t .  W r i t e r s  w hose l e t t e r s  a r e  p r i n t e d  w i l l  
h av e  t h e i r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  e x te n d e d  a n  e x t r a  i s s u e .
P a u la  D iS a n te  G ro s se  P o in t  W oods, MI
R o b e r t  H a l l ' s  l e t t e r  i n  ML 4 8 , and h i s  a r t i c l e  
"Who i s  t h e  M a s te r  o f  t h e  'P r e c i o u s ? " '  i n  ML 41 
p ro m p ted  me t o  t u r n  b a ck  a  few  i s s u e s  and  r e - r e a d  h i s  
" S i l e n t  Commands? F ro d o  and  G ollum  a t  t h e  C ra c k s  o f  
Doom" i n  ML 3 7 . I  am g la d  I  d i d ,  b e c a u s e  b o th  a r t i c l e s  
i n t r i g u e d  me enough  t o  go t o  t h e  t e x t  o f  LOTR t o  s e e  
i f  t h e r e  was enough  s u p p o r t i n g  e v id e n c e  f o r  M r. H a l l ' s  
o b s e r v a t i o n s .  I  m u st s a y  I  fo u n d  a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  
o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  s u r r o u n d in g  t h e  R i n g 's  d e s t r u c t i o n  
th a n  t h e  o n e s  M r. H a l l  s u p p o r t s .  T h e re  a r e  some 
im p o r ta n t  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  t e x t  a b o u t  t h e  R in g  t h a t  
M r. H a l l  d o e s  n o t  a d r e s s  t h a t  m u st be  c o n s id e r e d  h e r e .
When F ro d o  f a c e s  o f f  w i th  G ollum  on  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  
O r o d r u in ,  Sam becom es w i tn e s s  t o  p r o p h e t i c  
p r o c la m a t io n s ,  n o t  s i l e n t  com m ands. F ro d o  s a y s  t o  
G o llu m : "Y our t im e  i s  a t  a n  e n d .  You c a n n o t  b e t r a y  me 
o r  s l a y  me n o w ."  ( I I I , 2 7 2 . P a g in g  f o r  a l l  q u o te s ,  
B a l l a n t i n e  P a p e rb a c k  E d i t i o n ) .  On a l l  t h r e e  c o u n ts ,  
h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  p ro v e  t r u e .  G o l lu m 's  t im e  i s  in d e e d  
so o n  t o  e n d . He d o e s  n o t  b e t r a y  F ro d o  ( f o r  F ro d o  d o e s  
t h a t  h im s e l f  when h e  c la im s  t h e  R in g ) ,  an d  h e  d o e s  n o t  
s l a y  F ro d o .
More im p o r ta n t  t h a n  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r , i s  t h e  v i s i o n  
Sam h a s  im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t :  "T hen  
s u d d e n ly ,  a s  b e f o r e  u n d e r  t h e  e a v e s  o f  t h e  Emyn M u il ,  
Sam saw t h e s e  tw o r i v a l s  w i th  o t h e r  v i s i o n .  A 
c r o u c h in g  s h a p e ,  s c a r c e l y  m ore th a n  t h e  shadow  o f  a  
l i v i n g  ' t h i n g ,  a  c r e a t u r e  now w h o lly  r u i n e d  and  
d e f e a t e d ,  y e t  f i l l e d  w i th  a  h id e o u s  l u s t  an d  r a g e ;  and 
b e f o r e  i t  s to o d  s t e r n ,  u n to u c h a b le  now by p i t y ,  a  
f i g u r e  ro b e d  i n  w h i t e ,  b u t  a t  i t s  b r e a s t  i t  h e ld  a 
w h ee l o f  f i r e .  O ut o f  t h e  f i r e  t h e r e  sp o k e  a 
com m anding v o i c e .  'B e g o n e , and  t r o u b l e  me no m ore! I f  
you to u c h  me e v e r  a g a i n ,  you s h a l l  be  c a s t  y o u r s e l f  
i n t o  t h e  F i r e  o f  D oom .!" ( I I I , 2 7 2 )
The v o ic e  i s  com ing  o u t  o f  t h e  'w h e e l  o f  f i r e , "  
n o t  o u t  o f  F ro d o .  The w h e e l o f  f i r e  i s  t h e  R in g ; t h e  
R in g  i s  t h e  p r o p h e t .
F o r F ro d o  a n d  G o llu m , t h e  R in g  i n  t h i s  v i s i o n  
f u n c t i o n s  on d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  —  n o t  o n ly  a s  a  
p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t ,  b u t  a s  t h e  s y m b o lic  W heel o f  F a te  
w hose t u r n  w i l l  s e a l  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  doom s, and  a l s o  
a  f la m in g  C a th e r in e  W heel o f  m e n ta l  t o r t u r e  and  
a n g u is h  t h a t  i s  e v e r - p r e s e n t  b e f o r e  th em , and  from  
w h ic h , w h i le  t h e  R in g  e x i s t s ,  t h e r e  i s  no e s c a p e .  As 
an  ex am p le  o f  t h i s ,  F ro d o  p r e v io u s ly  s a i d  " I  am n ak ed  
in  t h e  d a r k ,  Sam, and t h e r e  i s  no  v e i l  b e tw ee n  me and 
th e  w h ee l o f  f i r e .  I  b e g in  t o  s e e  i t  e v en  w i th  my 
w ak in g  e y e s ,  and  a l l  e l s e  f a d e s . "  ( I I I , 264)
I s  i t  so  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e  R in g  s h o u ld  be  g iv e n  
v o ic e  and p r o p h e t i c  p o w ers?  I  w ould  s a y  n o .  T o lk ie n
u se d  many o b e c t s  and i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  fo re sh a d o w e d  o t h e r  
e v e n t s .  He a l s o  gav e  l i t e r a l  v o ic e  and p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  
a n im a ls ,  su c h  a s  Huan t h e  Hound o f  V a l in o r ,  and  t o  
o b j e c t s ,  su c h  a s  t h e  bag  o f  W ill ia m  t h e  T r o l l  i n  The 
H o b b it  and  G u r th a n g , t h e  sw ord o f  T u r in ,  so  i t  i s  n o t  
a  t o t a l  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e  R in g  c o u ld  and w ould  s p e a k .
A lth o u g h  th e  R in g  i s  f o r e t e l l i n g  t h e  a c t i o n ,  I  do 
n o t  t h in k  i t  i s  com m anding i t s  own d e s t r u c t i o n .  G ollum  
and  F ro d o  s t r u g g l e  t o g e t h e r  on  th e  ed g e  o f  Doom t o  
c o n t r o l  t h e  R in g  ( ' . . . a n d  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  b in d  th e m ',  
i n d e e d ) .  I t  i s  d a rk  d e s i r e  t h a t  consum es them  a s  th e y  
s t r u g g l e  t o g e t h e r  on t h e  b r i n k .  B u t t h e  p ro p h e c y  o f  
t h e  R in g  had e a r l i e r  b een  d i r e c t e d  a t  G o llu m : " I f  you 
to u c h  me ( t h e  R in g )  e v e r  a g a i n ,  you s h a l l  b e  c a s t  
y o u r s e l f  i n t o  t h e  F i r e  o f  Doom." ( I l l ,  2 7 2 ) G ollum  
h o ld s  t h e  R in g  a l o f t ,  g l o a t s  on i t ,  and  f a l l s .  The 
p ro p h e c y  i s  f u l f i l l e d .
M r. H a l l ,  i n  " S i l e n t  Com mands", s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
F r o d o 's  f i n g e r  h a s  c a u s e d  him  t o  s i n .  I  t h i n k ,  r a t h e r ,  
t h a t  F r o d o 's  w i l l ,  p u sh ed  t o  t h e  b r e a k in g  p o i n t ,  i s  
t h e  c a u s e  o f  h i s  s i n ,  w i th  h i s  f i n g e r  b e in g  o n ly  t h e  
a g e n t  o f  t h a t  s i n .  F ro d o  i s  i n v i s i b l e  when h e  w e a rs  
t h e  R in g .  B u t when h i s  f i n g e r  i s  b i t t e n  o f f ,  n o t  o n ly  
d o e s  F ro d o  becom e v i s i b l e ,  b u t  so  d o e s  h i s  f i n g e r  
" s t i l l  t h r u s t  w i t h in  i t s  ( t h e  R i n g 's )  c i r c l e . "  ( I l l ,  
2 7 5 ) F r o d o 's  w i l l  and  d e s i r e  a r e  t h e  s in n in g  p a r t s  o f  
h i m s e l f ,  n o t  h i s  f i n g e r .  Had F r o d o 's  f i n g e r  b e en  th e  
o n ly  ' g u i l t y '  p a r t ,  i t  w ou ld  n o t  becom e v i s i b l e  when 
s e p a r a t e d  fro m  h i s  b o d y . Y e t a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  f a t e  
o f  t h e  R in g  i s  o u t  o f  F r o d o 's  h a n d s  (p a rd o n  t h e  pun) 
and  now , l i t e r a l l y  i n  G o l lu m 's  h a n d s .
Now we a r e  b a ck  t o  t h e  R i n g 's  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  Doom. 
I s  G o l lu m 's  f a l l  m e re ly  t h e  w o rk in g  o u t  o f  p r o p h e t i c  
f a t e ?  I  d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  a n sw e r i s  t h a t  e a s y .  B u t I  
s t i l l  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  s i l e n t  commands a r e  t h e  
a n s w e r ,  e i t h e r .  I n  t h e  shadow  o f  t h e  Emyn M u il ,  Sam 
s e e s  F ro d o  and  G ollum  i n  a  v i s i o n  a s  " a  t a l l  s t e r n  
sh ad o w , a  m ig h ty  l o r d  who h id  h i s  b r i g h t n e s s  i n  g re y  
c lo u d ,  and  a t  h i s  f e e t  a  l i t t l e  w h in in g  d o g . Y et t h e  
tw o w ere  i n  some way a k in  and  n o t  a l i e n :  th e y  c o u ld  
r e a c h  o n e  a n o t h e r 's  m in d s ."  ( I I ,  285)
P r e v io u s  t o  t h i s ,  F ro d o  had s a i d  t o  G ollum  " . . . i f  
you r e a l l y  w ish  t o  be f r e e  o f  h im  (S a u ro n )  a g a i n ,  th e n  
you m u st h e lp  m e ."  ( I I ,  2 8 2 )  F ro d o  knows h i s  e r r a n d ,  
G ollum  knows o n ly  h i s  d e s i r e  and  h i s  own vow: "Sm eagol 
w i l l  sw ea r n e v e r ,  n e v e r ,  t o  l e t  Him (S a u ro n )  h a v e  i t .  
N ev er! Sm eagol w i l l  s a v e  i t . "  ( I I ,  2 8 5 ) T h e se  a r e  a l l  
v e ry  t a n t a l i z i n g  b i t s  and  p i e c e s  on w h ich  t o  
s p e c u l a t e ,  b u t  th e y  s t i l l  d o n ' t  ch an g e  t h e  f a c t s  
s u r r o u n d in g  t h e  R i n g 's  f a t e .  T h e re  i s  no e v id e n c e  o f  a  
s i l e n t  command a s  s u c h .  The R i n g 's  d e s t r u c t i o n  a p p e a r s  
t o  be  a  lu c k y  a c c i d e n t .  B ut i s  i t  o n ly  a c c id e n t ?  We 
h a v e  b een  t o l d  t h a t  F ro d o  and G ollum  a r e  somehow a k in ,  
r e a c h in g  one  a n o t h e r 's  m in d . I t  may be t h a t ,  f o r  t h e i r  
own, v e ry  d i f f e r e n t ,  r e a s o n s ,  F ro d o  and G ollum  —  ev en  
w i th o u t  c o n s c io u s ly  i n te n d i n g  i t  —  u n i t e  t o  k e ep  th e  
R ing  from  S a u ro n . The f o r m e r 's  e r r a n d  and  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  
vow a r e n ' t  so  much a  command a s  a  p a c t .  The R in g , 
F r o d o 's  f i n g e r ,  and G ollum  a r e  ' i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s ' bound
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t o g e t h e r ,  t h e i r  f a t e s  i n s e p a r a b l e .  F r o d o 's  and 
G o l lu m 's  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s e p a r a t e ,  an d  o p p o s in g  i n t e n t i o n s  
s t r a n g e l y  u n i t e  t o  becom e t h e  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  way t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  R in g .  And t h e  R in g  i t s e l f  h a s  fo re s h a d o w e d  
t h i s  v e r y  e v e n t .  T h e se  d i s t i n c t ,  i n d i v i d u a l  a v e n u e s  o f  
w i l l ,  d e s i r e ,  an d  p ro p h e c y  a r e  t w i s t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  an  
i n t e r l o c k i n g  d e s t i n y  t h a t  o n ly  f i n d s  i t s  end  i n  t h e  
f i r e  o f  t h e  C ra c k s  o f  Doom.
Now, l e t ' s  g e t  b a c k  t o  com m ands. I  do  n o t  f i n d  
e v id e n c e  o f  F ro d o  com m anding G ollum  t o  c a s t  h im s e l f  
i n t o  t h e  C ra c k s  o f  Doom, e v e n  th o u g h  h e  e a r l i e r  had  
t h r e a t e n e d  G ollum  by s a y i n g :  " I f  I ,  w e a r in g  i t ,  w ere  
t o  command y o u , you w ou ld  o b e y , e v e n  i f  i t  w e re  t o  
l e a p  fro m  a  p r e c i p i c e  o r  t o  c a s t  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  t h e  
f i r e .  And su c h  w ou ld  be  my com m and." ( I I ,  3 1 4 )  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e ,  when t h e  r i n g  f i n g e r  i s  b i t t e n  o f f ,  
F r o d o 's  pow er t o  command i s  g o n e . O nce a g a i n ,  t h i s  i s  
made c l e a r  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  F ro d o  an d  h i s  f i n g e r  a r e  
now b o th  v i s i b l e .  As i f  h e a r k e n in g  b a c k  t o  t h e  v i s i o n  
o f  t h e  r i n g  a s  a  'w h e e l  o f  f i r e , '  a t  t h e  C ra c k s  o f  
Doom t h e  R in g  " s h o n e  now a s  i f  v e r i l y  i t  w as w ro u g h t 
o f  l i v i n g  f i r e . "  ( I I I , 2 7 5 )  S e c o n d ly ,  G o l lu m 's  f a l l  
a p p e a r s  a c c i d e n t a l .  He ' t o p p l e s '  i n t o  t h e  f i r e ;  he  
d o e s  n o t  l e a p  (w h ic h  h e  w ou ld  h a v e  d o n e  i f  F ro d o  s t i l l  
had  t h e  pow er t o  command him  t o  do s o ) .  The R in g  had 
s t a t e d  "You s h a l l  be  c a s t  y o u r s e l f . . . "  w h e re a s  F ro d o  
had  s t a t e d  " I f  I ,  w e a r in g  i t ,  w e re  t o  command y o u , you 
w ould  o b e y , e v e n  i f  i t  w e re  t o  l e a p  from  a  p r e c i p i c e  
o r  t o  c a s t  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  t h e  f i r e " (e m p h a s is  m in e ) .  
The f a l l  i n t o  t h e  f i r e  i s  a n  a c t i o n  t h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  
G o llu m . G ollum  d o e s  n o t  th ro w  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h e  C ra c k s  
o f  Doom. T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  R in g  in te n d e d  to  
d e s t r o y  i t s e l f ;  i t  m e re ly  p r o p h e s i e d .
I t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  e le m e n t  o f  P r o v i d e n t i a l  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  s u g g e s t e d ,  a t  t h i s  m o st f a t e f u l  o f  
m om en ts . D e s t i n y ,  F a t e ,  P r o v id e n c e  —  c a l l  i t  w h a t you 
w i l l  —  p u t  t h e  R in g  i n  G o l lu m 's  h a n d s  a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
m om ent. N ot o n ly  w as he  t o u c h in g  i t ,  b u t  h e  was 
h o ld in g  i t .  He f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  F i r e ,  an d  t h e  R in g  g o e s  
w i th  h im . H is  ' f o r t u n a t e  f a l l '  ( f o r t u n a t e ,  t h a t  i s ,  
f o r  t h e  Good G u y s) i s  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  R i n g 's  
p r o p h e c y ,  p l u s  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  P r o v id e n c e .  O n ly  
t h e n  i s  t h e  E u c a ta s t r o p h e  a s s u r e d .
Ted N a sm ith  T o r o n to ,  C an ad a
I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  com m ent on  y o u r  r e v ie w  o f  t h e  
1987 c a l e n d a r  i n  o r d e r  t o  c l a r i f y  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  
r a i s e d  i n  i t .
T hough i t  i s  a  r e a s o n a b l e  r e a c t i o n  o v e r a l l ,  t h e  
to n e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  on  T o lk i e n  a r e  t o  be  
ju d g e d  p r i m a r i l y  on  t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
s o u r c e  t e x t ,  a n d  t h a t  o t h e r  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  w o r th  
c o r a m e n t / c r i t i c i s m .  G r a n te d ,  t h i s  c a l e n d e r  i s  d e s e r v i n g  
o f  much c r i t i c i s m ,  an d  much o f  t h e  w o rk  i s  q u e s t i o n ­
a b l e ,  b u t  su c h  a s  i t  i s ,  a  p r o p e r  r e v ie w  s h o u ld  d e a l  
w i th  t h e  s u b j e c t  m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l l y .
B u t when r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  e m p h a s is  t o  a c c u r a c y ,  
some p o i n t s  a r e  a t  i s s u e :  'S h e l o b '  i s  som ew hat s p o i l e d  
f o r  you b e c a u s e  o f  a  t o o - b r i g h t  s k y :  b u t  s u r e l y  t h e  
p o i n t  i s  t r i v i a l  i n  a  w ork  w h ic h , a l l o w in g  f o r  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n ,  i s  e x t e n s i v e l y  f a i t h f u l .  The sk y  w as a  
d e l i b e r a t e  r i s k  t a k e n  b e c a u s e  t o  d a r k e n  i t  t o  i t s  t r u e  
d e g r e e  w o u ld  l e a v e  t h e  s u b j e c t  f a r  d a r k e r  r e l a t i v e l y ,  
and  co m p ro m ise  d e f i n i t i o n  an d  c o n t r a s t s  t o o  m uch. 
W h ile  o v e r - r e d d i s h ,  I  f e e l  i t  i s  s t i l l  b e l i e v a b l e .  
'A c c u r a c y ' ,  i n  c a s e s  s u c h  a s  t h i s ,  w o u ld  r e s u l t  i n
p o o r  a r tw o r k ,  an d  o f t e n  w i th  T o lk i e n  su c h  d ile m m a s 
a r i s e .
I r o n i c a l l y ,  'T h e  B a l r o g ' e s c a p e s  c r i t i c i s m  e v en  
th o u g h  l i b e r t i e s  w e re  t a k e n  w i th  i t  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  s c e n e  b e  c a p t u r e d .  I f  I  h ad  r e n d e r e d  
i t  e x a c t l y  a s  T o lk i e n  d e s c r i b e d ,  t h e  r e s u l t  w o u ld  n o t  
s a t i s f y  t h e  b e h o ld e r ,  much l e s s  s t a n d  up a s  t h e  c e n ­
t r a l  im ag e  t o  w h ic h  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  a r e  
s u b o r d i n a n t .
I t  s h o u ld  b e  o b v io u s  t h a t  i n  c a s e  a f t e r  c a s e  t o  
be  p e r f e c t l y  a d h e r e n t  t o  t h e  t e x t  w o u ld  r e s u l t  i n  non­
s e n s e  o r  d i s t r a c t i n g  o d d i t i e s .  T he c h a l l e n g e  ( f o r  me) 
i s  t o  g e t  a s  c l o s e  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  ' d e f i n i t i v e '  w i th o u t  
f o r f e i t i n g  a r t i s t i c  i n t e g r i t y ;  s o m e th in g  o f  a  g re y  
a r e a ,  e a s i l y  d i s p u t e d .  O th e r s  a p p a r e n t l y  d o n ' t  h a v e  
t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  an d  r a t h e r ,  u s e  T o lk i e n  a s  a  p o i n t  o f  
d e p a r t u r e  f o r  t h e i r  own e x p r e s s i o n ,  a  p o i n t  w o r th  
o b s e r v i n g .
I 'm  n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  why t h e  o t h e r  w ork  p u b l i s h e d  
w as s e l e c t e d ,  b u t  I  s u s p e c t  i t  w as s im p ly  t h e  l a c k  o f  
o t h e r  ( b e t t e r )  w o rk . Y o u 'd  h a v e  d o n e  b e t t e r  t o  d i r e c t  
c r i t i c i s m  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  m ore  f u l l y ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  
n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  w o rk s  w e re  p r e v i o u s l y  p u b l i s h e d  f o r  
o t h e r  p u r p o s e s :  A lan  L e e 's  w e re  fro m  t h e  book  
'C a s t l e s '  (a n d  m uch t h e  l e a s t  o f  t h o s e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ) ,  
an d  R o g e r G a r l a n d 's  w e re  m ea n t a s  b a c k g ro u n d  i l l u s t r a ­
t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o v e r  o f  a  p a p e r b a c k  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
t r i l o g y .
The com m ent a b o u t  p u b l i s h e r s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a r t ­
i s t s  t o  'g e t  t h e  f a c t s  s t r a i g h t '  i s  f a i r ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  
i s  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  u s u a l l y ,  an d  r a t h e r ,  t e n d  t o  t r y  and  
s e l e c t  fro m  w o rk s  a l r e a d y  c o m p le te d ,  w i th o u t  b e in g  
e x h a u s t i v e l y  c r i t i c a l .  I f  e x c e l l e n c e  w e re  m ore im p o r­
t a n t  t o  t h o s e  b u y in g  t h e  c a l e n d a r s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  pub­
l i s h e r  w ou ld  be  m ore d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a l s o .  P e r h a p s  th e y  
n e e d  t o  h e a r  fro m  m ore p e o p le  l i k e  y o u r s e l f .
Of c o u r s e ,  a  c a l e n d a r  f e a t u r i n g  t r u l y  s p e c t a c u l a r  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w o u ld  s e l l  p h e n o m e n a lly  w e l l ;  an d  t h e  
p u b l i s h e r  w ou ld  do  w e l l  t o  c o m m iss io n  t h e  w o rk , an d  
th e n  w ork  c l o s e l y  w i th  t h e  a r t i s t ,  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  
p r e s e n t  s y s te m ,  b u t  su c h  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e en  t h e  c a s e  
(a n d  I ' v e  b e en  a s  d i s a p p o in t e d  a s  a n y ) .
Y e s , some o f  u s  a r e  o u t  h e r e ,  a n d  T o lk ie n  an d  h i s  
r e a d e r s  do  d e s e r v e  b e t t e r ,  e v e n  t h e  b e s t ,  b u t  a  m ore 
a r t i c u l a t e  and  p o s i t i v e  c r i t i q u e  o f  su c h  w ork  w ou ld  be 
t r e m e n d o u s ly  e n c o u r a g in g .  Y our a lm o s t  g r u d g in g  p r a i s e  
i s  som ew hat l i k e  t h e  h u s b a n d ,  a f t e r  h i s  w i f e  h a s  
s l a v e d  a n d  c o o k ed  a l l  day  t o  make h i s  f a v o r i t e  d i s h ,  
s a y in g  f l a t l y :  y e s ,  i t s  g o o d , b u t . . . ,  o r :  y e s ,  i t s  a s  
i t  s h o u ld  b e ,  a lm o s t .
P a t r i c k  Wynne F o s s t o n ,  MN
I  h a v e  a  c o u p le  o f  com m ents r e g a r d i n g  M y th lo re  
4 8 . I  b a s i c a l l y  a g r e e  w i th  y o u r  r e v ie w  o f  t h e  1987 
T o lk ie n  c a l e n d a r ,  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t h a t  Ted 
N a s m i th 's  " S h e lo b "  s h o u ld  b e  e l e v a t e d  i n t o  t h e  " B e s t "  
c a t e g o r y  an d  h i s  "T he  B a lr o g "  d ro p p e d  a  n o tc h  i n t o  t h e  
"N o t B a d , B u t . . . "  c a t e g o r y .  N a s m i th 's  " S h e lo b "  i s  a  
m a s te r p i e c e  o f  T o lk ie n  A r t ,  a s  a  q u ic k  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  
l u d i c r o u s  g i a n t  c raw d ad  a t t a c k i n g  Sam i n  t h e  1978 
H i ld e b r a n d t  c a l e n d a r ' s  v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  sam e s c e n e  
s h o u ld  s e r v e  t o  e m p h a s iz e .  The r e d  sk y  w as p e rh a p s  
i n te n d e d  a s  t h e  g l a r e  fro m  a n  e r u p t i o n  o f  O ro d riu m  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s u n s e t ,  b u t  e i t h e r  way a s  you r i g h t l y
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P a t  W y n n e 's  r e a c t i o n  to  " C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m s  a n d  th e  
G o ld e n  D a w n "  in  th e  l a s t  i s s u e
p o in te d  o u t  t h e  t e x t  s a y s  t h e  sk y  w as d a r k .  N a s m i th 's  
"T he B a lr o g "  e a r n s  B ro w n ie  p o i n t s  f ro m  me f o r  i t s  l a c k  
o f  w in g s  (o n e  o f  my p e t  o p i n i o n s ,  a s  you may r e c a l l  
fro m  t h e  T o lk i e n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  
M y th o p o e ic  C o n fe re n c e  t h i s  sum m er) b u t  s u f f e r s  o v e r ly  
fro m  " A l ie n "  i n f l u e n c e s ,  a n d  M o ria  h a s  t h e  c l e a n ,  
h i g h - t e c h  lo o k  m ore a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  a  
s p a c e s h i p .
I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  R o g e r G a r l a n d 's  "M in a s  T i r i t h "  
d o e s  n o t  d e p i c t  t h e  G o n d o r ia n  f o r t r e s s  o f  t h e  T h ir d  
Age b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  f o r t r e s s  o f  t h e  sam e name b u i l t  by 
F in r o d  on  T o l S i r i o n  i n  t h e  F i r s t  A ge . N o te  t h e  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i th  T o l k i e n 's  d ra w in g  o f  T o l  S i r i o n  i n  
P i c t u r e s . 3 6 .  G r a n te d ,  G a r l a n d 's  v e r s i o n  o m i t s  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  h e a v e n  o n ly  know s w h a t m o u n ta in s  t h o s e  a r e  i n  
t h e  m id d le  o f  A r d - g a le n  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  a n d  i t ' s  
d e b a t a b l e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h i s  i s  e v e n  a n  i s l a n d .  
S t i l l ,  e v e n  m ore i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  m u st b e  e n d u re d  i f  
o n e  a s su m e s  t h i s  t o  be  t h e  T h ir d  Age G o n d o r ia n  
f o r t r e s s .  I f  G a r l a n d 's  p a i n t i n g  d o e s  i n d e e d  d e p i c t  
F i n r o d 's  to w e r ,  o n e  w o n d e rs  w h e th e r  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o f  
t h e  p a i n t i n g  a s  fro m  The R e tu r n  o f  t h e  K in g  w as an  
h o n e s t  ( a l b e i t  dum b) m i s t a k e ,  o r  w h e th e r  i t  w as d one  
p u r p o s e ly  t o  o b t a i n  a n  a l l -L o tR  c a l e n d a r ,  on  t h e  
a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  we w o u ld  a l l  b e  t o o  s t u p i d  t o  n o t i c e .  
Hmmm. . . .
Taum S a n to s k i  M ilw a u k e e , WI
I  r e c e iv e d  M y th lo re  1 3 :2  (N o .4 8 )  a  few  d a y s  ag o  
an d  h a v e  j u s t  s p e n t  a  m o st e n jo y a b l e  Sunday  a f t e r n o o n  
r e a d i n g  i t .
The a r t i c l e s  on  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s  w e re  m o st 
e x p r e s i v e :  I  fo u n d  B o s k y 's  " E v e r  a n  A d e p t . . . "  t h e  m o st 
f a s c i n a t i n g .  I  am a  g r e a t  a d m ir e r  o f  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s  
and  w as s o r r y  I  c o u ld  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  l a s t  
y e a r , b u t  t h i s  i s s u e  h a s  s e e m in g ly  f i l l e d  me i n  on 
w h a t 's  h a p p e n in g .
I  d id  h o w ev er f i n d  m y s e lf  i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i th
M e n d e 's  " G o n d o lin ,  M in as T i r i t h  an d  t h e  E u c a s t r o p h e " .  
I  t h i n k  i t  i s  a  g r e a t  d e t r i m e n t  t h a t  Mende d o e s  n o t  
com m ent m ore f u l l y  upon  t h e  r e s o n a n c e  o f  m o t i f s  common 
t o  T he S i l m a r i l l i o n  and  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  when sh e  com es s o  c l o s e  t o  s a y in g  i t  i n  
p a r a g r a p h  3 ,  p .  3 9 :
" R e s o l u t io n  c a n  be  d e f in e d  a s  a  
c o n c l u s i o n ,  o r  i n  a_ m u s ic a l  s e n s e  t h e  
p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  a  d i s s o n a n c e  ( i . e .  t r a g e d y )  
i n t o  a  c o n s o n a n c e  ( i . e .  t h e  h ap p y  e n d in g ) " .
W hat Mende h a s  f a i l e d  t o  s e e  i n  t h a t  in a sm u c h  a s  The 
S i l m a r i l l i o n  an d  T he L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s  l i k e  N ig g le * s  
a r e  l a r g e  p a i n t i n g s ,  th e y  a r e  m ore l i k e  t h e  B ayeux 
t a p e s t r y  w h e re  t h e  s t o r y  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  
e p i s o d e s  t o  b e  s e e n  e i t h e r  b i t  by b i t  ( a s  i t  i s  
u n r o l l e d )  o r  a s  o n e  lo n g  s t o r y  (w hen e n t i r e l y  
d i s p l a y e d )
S a ra h  B each  L os A n g e le s ,  CA
One o f  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  b e in g  o f  t h e  s t a f f  
o f  M y th lo re  i s  t h a t  o n e  r a r e l y  c o n s i d e r s  w r i t i n g  
l e t t e r s  o f  comm ent a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e s .  B u t some a r t i c l e s  
i n  r e c e n t  i s s u e s  h a v e  g o t  me t h i n k i n g ,  so  h e r e  I  am, 
w r i t i n g .
T h e re  i s  a  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  a b o u t  R o b e r t  B o e n ig 's  
" T o lk ie n  an d  O ld  G e rm an ic  E t h i c s "  i n  ML48. A c e n t r a l  
p o i n t  o f  h i s  a rg u m e n t i s  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  a  w a r r i o r  
w as e x p e c te d  t o  d i e  w i th  h i s  l o r d .  To q u o t e :  "T he  i d e a  
t h a t  a  w a r r i o r  m u st d i e  w i th  h i s  l o r d  i n  b a t t l e  i s  o n e  
o f  t h e  m o st i m p o r t a n t  m o ra l  i n j u n c t i o n s  among t h e  v a r ­
io u s  G e rm an ic  p e o p l e s . "  ( p .  9 )  T he p ro b le m  I  h a v e  
w i th  t h i s  i s  t h a t  i n  my s t u d i e s  o f  O ld  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  B e o w u lf) , I  h a v e n ' t  fo u n d  an  
i n j u n c t i o n  t h a t  a  w a r r i o r  m u st d i e  w i th  h i s  l o r d .  
T h e re  a r e  a  l o t  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  d i e  
w i th  o n e 's  l o r d  -  b u t  t h a t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h u s l y  one  
p r o v e s  o n e 's  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  t h a t  l o r d .  B u t t h e r e  i s  
a l s o  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r ,  w h ic h  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  h i g h ly  
u n d e s i r a b l e  t o  b e  a  l o r d l e s s  w a r r i o r  - s e e  t h e  O ld  
E n g l i s h  poem "T he  W a n d e re r ."  I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  p o i n t
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o u t  t h a t  B eow ulf s u r v i v e s  tw o o f  h i s  l o r d s  b e f o r e  h e  
becom es k in g  h i m s e l f ,  and  y e t  h e  d o e s  f u l f i l l  a l l  h i s  
e x p e c te d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  a  r e t a i n e r .  I f  t h e r e  had 
in d e e d  b e en  a  m o ra l i n j u n c t i o n  t h a t  o n e  m u st d i e  w i th  
o n e 's  l o r d  i n  t h e  G e rm an ic  c u l t u r e s ,  t h e r e 'd  be  
s t o r i e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  m ass s u i c i d e s  o f  r o n i n  ( l o r d ­
l e s s  w a r r i o r s )  t h a t  a p p e a r  i n  J a p a n e s e  l i t e r a t u r e .  
F i g h t in g  on i n  a  h o p e le s s  b a t t l e  when t h e r e  i s  no  one  
t o  s u c c e e d  o n e 's  l o r d  i s  a  f a r  c r y  fro m  b e in g  o b l ig e d  
t o  d i e  w i th  o n e 's  l o r d .
On a  s e c o n d  m a t t e r ,  w h ic h  B o e n ig  d o e s n ' t  to u c h  on 
- t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  b e tw ee n  w a r r i o r  an d  l o r d  a r e  n o t  
o n e  d i r e c t i o n a l  ( t h a t  i s ,  fro m  w a r r i o r  t o  l o r d ) .  The 
l o r d  h a s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  h i s  p e o p le .  I n  B e o w u lf , 
t h e r e  i s  a n  im p l ie d  c r i t i c i s m  o f  H r o th g a r  f o r  f a i l i n g  
t o  f r e e  h i s  p e o p le  fro m  t h e  t e r r o r  o f  G r e n d e l ,  and  
t h e r e  i s  a l s o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a n o th e r  l o r d  who so  f a i l e d  
i n  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  h e  w as c a s t  o u t  o f  h i s  
k in g d o m . T o lk ie n  p i c k s  t h i s  up  i n  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  
D e n e th o r .  T he c r i t i c i s m  o f  D e n e th o r  i s  n o t  s im p ly  t h a t  
i n  ( t h e  s i n  o f )  d e s p a i r  h e  t a k e s  h i s  own l i f e ,  b u t  
t h a t  a l s o  h e  a b a n d o n s  h i s  p e o p le  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e i r  
g r e a t e s t  n e e d .  I n d e e d ,  h e  b r e a k s  h i s  s t a f f  o f  S te w a rd ­
s h i p ,  t h e  emblem  o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  an d  i s  
w i l l i n g  t h a t  M inas T i r i t h  s h o u ld  f a l l .
A s e c o n d  a r t i c l e  I  w a n te d  t o  comm ent on  i s  J e a n ­
e t t e  Hume L u t t o n 's  "T he F e a s t  o f  R e a s o n : O u t o f  t h e  
S i l e n t  P l a n e t  a s  The Book o f  H n a u ."  L e t  a lo n e  t h a t  
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  to o  few  p a p e r s  w r i t t e n  r e c e n t l y  on th e  
f i r s t  tw o b o o k s  o f  t h e  Ransom t r i l o g y ,  h e r  f i n e  p a p e r  
s e t  my m ind s p in n in g  on  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
b o o k s .  As a  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s h i p ,  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  a s k  j u s t  w h a t t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  b e tw e e n  t h e  
t h r e e  b o o k s  and  how th e y  o p e r a t e  ( a s i d e  fro m  t h e  p r e s ­
e n c e  o f  R ansom ) on a  t h e m a t i c  l e v e l .  I  h a v e  my own 
i d e a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  an d  I  do  m ean t o  p u t  them  i n t o  a  
p a p e r  o f  my ow n, b u t  I  am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o t h e r  r e a c ­
t i o n s  a s  w e l l .  As you s e e ,  I ' v e  b e en  s t i m u l a t e d  by 
L u t t o n 's  a r t i c l e ,  w h ic h  i s  p r a i s e  in d e e d .
R u th  Berm an M in n e a p o l i s ,  MN
I  r e a d  i s s u e  #43 j u s t  r e c e n t l y .  Thomas M. E g a n 's  
a r t i c l e  on " T o lk ie n  and  C h e s t e r t o n "  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  
i t s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  b u t  I  was 
d i s t r e s s e d  by t h e  s t a te m e n t  t h a t  th e y  b e l i e v e d  " t h e  
e n e m ie s  o f  o r d i n a r y  d e c e n t  l i f e  w e re  t h e  e n e m ie s  o f  
t h e  F a i t h ,  t h a t  E n g la n d  and  t h e  W e s te rn  n a t i o n s  i n  
g e n e r a l  w e re  t h r e a t e n e d  by a  s e r i e s  o f  g ro w in g  e r r o r s  
and  c o n c e i t s  we c a n  c a l l  ' s e c u l a r  h u m a n is m '."
No d o u b t C h e s t e r t o n  and  T o lk ie n  w ou ld  h a v e  a g re e d  
t h a t  a  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  s o c i a l  b e n e f i t s  from  
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  w as d a n g e r o u s ,  i f  t h a t ' s  w h a t 
" s e c u l a r  hum anism " m eans i n  t h i s  c a s e  ( t h e  word 
" c o n c e i t s "  m akes me t h i n k  t h a t  may b e  t h e  m ean in g  
i n t e n d e d ) ,  b u t  i t  i s n ' t  c l e a r  t h a t  th e y  w ou ld  h a v e  
th o u g h t  an y  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  o t h e r  m ea n in g s  w e re  
g e n u in e  t h r e a t s  t o  " o r d i n a r y  d e c e n t  l i f e , "  and  th e  
p h r a s e  " s e c u l a r  hum anism " h a s  becom e so  much o f  a 
n o -m e a n in g , e m o t io n a l  p e j o r a t i v e ,  t h a t  i t s  u s e  s h o u ld  
p ro b a b ly  be  a v o id e d  i n  a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  A t t h e  
l e a s t ,  i t  s h o u ld  n o t  be  u se d  w i th o u t  c a r e f u l  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n te n d e d  m e a n in g .
By t h e  w ay , t h e r e  i s  a  m in o r  e r r o r  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  
i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  T o l k i e n 's  in v e n te d  w ord e u c a t a s t r o p h e  
a s  "g o o d  d i s a s t e r , "  and  t h e r e f o r e  a  p a ra d o x  s i m i l a r  t o  
f e l i x  c u lp a  ( " h a p p y  f a u l t " ) .  C a ta s t r o p h e  com es from  
t h e  G reek  k a t a , w h ich  i n c l u d e s  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  "d o w n ,"  
"b a ck w ard s , "  " i n  r e v e r s e , "  and  s t r o p h e , a  t u r n i n g .  I t
m eans a  su d d e n  t u r n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  a  
r e v e r s a l  o f  d i r e c t i o n s ,  an d  i n  a  t r a g e d y  t h e  su d d e n  
t u r n  i s  n o r m a l ly  g o in g  t o  be  a  d i s a s t r o u s  o n e ,  b u t  t h e  
w ord i t s e l f  i n  i t s  t e c h n i c a l  s e n s e  (w h ic h  T o lk i e n  was 
u s i n g )  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i f y  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e .  
E u c a ta s t r o p h e  i s  n o t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  c a t a s t r o p h e , b u t  
a  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f in e d  s u b s e t  o f  i t .
I n  # 4 5 , G e o rg e  M u s a c c h io 's  " C .S .  L e w is ' A G r i e f  
O b s e rv e d " seem ed t o  me in g e n i o u s  i n  i t s  a r g u m e n t,  b u t  
n o t  r e a l l y  c o n v in c i n g .  He c o n s i d e r s  A G r i e f  O b se rv e d  
f i c t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  i t  u s e s  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o t i f s  o f  
e l e g a i c  a r t ;  b e c a u s e  i n  an  e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  L ew is 
d e s c r i b e d  h i m s e l f  a s  u s in g  a  h a b i t  o f  im a g in in g  th e  
w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  a  way o f  d e a l i n g  w ith  
w o rry  (a n d  b e in g  s h a t t e r e d  by g r i e f  i s  a  w o r s t  
p o s s i b l e  r e s p o n s e  t o  l o s s ) ;  b e c a u s e  t h e  b e re a v e d  
s u r v i v o r  o f  a  h ap p y  m a r r ia g e  s u f f e r s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  
s u r v i v o r  o f  an  u n h ap p y  o n e ;  an d  b e c a u s e  h i s  l e t t e r s  do 
n o t  show  c o m p a ra b le  g r i e f .  B u t e l e g i e s  a r e  o f t e n  b o th  
a r t i s t i c  and  f a c t u a l l y  a c c u r a t e ,  a s  i n  T e n n y s o n 's  In  
Memoriam (w h ic h  M u sa c c h io  p o i n t s  o u t  a s  s i m i l a r  t o  A 
G r i e f  O b s e rv e d ) ;  a  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h e  m ig h t h a v e  t o  
d e a l  w i th  s h a t t e r i n g  g r i e f  d o e s  n o t  seem  p l a u s i b l e  a s  
s o m e th in g  L e w is  w o u ld  h a v e  im a g in e d  a b o u t  b e re a v e m e n t 
—  h e  m u s t h a v e  known w h e th e r  h e  w as f e e l i n g  t h a t  o r  
n o t  a f t e r  h i s  b e re a v e m e n t;  s u f f e r i n g  l e s s  t h a n  some 
o t h e r s  l e a v e s  room  f o r  s u f f e r i n g  a  g r e a t  d e a l ;  an d  
l e t t e r s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  l e s s  i n t i m a t e  t h a n  a  d i a r y  
a n d  t h u s  l e s s  r e v e a l i n g .
I  e n jo y e d  S te v e n  M. D e y o 's  " N i g g l e ' s  L e a v e s "  on 
T o l k i e n 's  s h o r t  po em s. I  w o n d er i f  h e  h a s  a n y  t h e o r y  
a s  t o  why "T h e  M e w lip s"  w as t h e  o n ly  poem n o t  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  m o c k - s c h o la r ly  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  Tom 
B o m b a d il .  Was i t  j u s t  a n  o v e r  s i g h t  —  o r  p e r h a p s  
T o lk i e n  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  " r e a l l y "  w as a  H o b b i t  poem , o r  
p e r h a p s  h e  th o u g h t  r e a d e r s  w o u ld  f i n d  i t  m ore 
e n jo y a b ly  sp o o k y  i f  n o t  t o l d  a b o u t  i t  i n  a d v a n c e ?
B e n ja m in  U r r u t i a  L os A n g e le s ,  CA
On p a g e  16 o f  M y th lo re  48  J u d i t h  K o llm an n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s  c la im e d  t h e  H ebrew  w ord n e tz a c h  
m eans " b l e s s i n g . "  The d i c t i o n a r i e s  an d  t r a n s l a t i o n s  I  
h a v e  s e e n  g iv e  n e tz a c h  t h e  m e a n in g s  o f  " e t e r n i t y "  and  
" p e r p e t u i t y . "  The v a r i a n t  fo rm  n i t z a c h  m eans 
" v i c t o r y , "  " t r i u m p h ."  I f  t h e r e  i s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
m ean in g  o f  " b l e s s i n g , "  I  s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  s e e  some 
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  i t .
W ith  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  o f  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s  b i r t h ,  I  
w ish  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  
d r a m a t i c  c l im a x  o f  J .R .R .  T o l k i e n 's  g r e a t  w ork  may 
h a v e  b e en  o r i g i n a l l y  i n s p i r e d  by a  " C a r o l i n e "  
s u g g e s t i o n  ( a s  C .S .  L ew is  w ould  s a y ) .
I n  Many D im e n s io n s  ( 1 9 3 1 ) ,  t h e  p e a c e  o f  t h e  w o rld  
t h r e a t e n e d  by a n  a n c i e n t  an d  d a n g e ro u s  r e l i c ,  t h e  
S to n e  o f  S o lo m o n . L o rd  A r g la y ,  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  o f  
E n g la n d ,  m uses a lo u d :  " I 'm  i n  s e v e r a l  m in d s .  And one  
i s  t o  t a k e  t h e  S to n e  and  w i l l  m y s e lf  w h e re v e r  w h a t you 
c a l l  i t s  T y p es  a r e  an d  c o l l e c t  them  a l l  o n e  by o n e . . .  
and  th e n  w i l l  m y s e lf  i n s i d e d  V e s u v iu s  w i th  th em  a l l . "  
( C h a p te r  7 ;  P ag e  113 o f  t h e  1965 E erd m an s e d i t i o n . )
W h eth er T o lk ie n  r e a d  t h i s  book  o r  n o t ,  L ew is 
c e r t a i n l y  d i d ,  an d  h e  may h a v e  r e a d  p o r t i o n s  fro m  i t  
t o  T o l l e r s ,  o r  p e r s u a d e d  him  t o  a t  l e a s t  sk im  and  
g la n c e  th r o u g h  i t .  Any o f  t h e s e  may h a v e  l e d  t o  t h e  
p a s s a g e  b e in g  n o t i c e d  c o n s c io u s ly  o r  u n c o n s c io u s ly  by 
T o lk i e n ,  an d  p r o v id in g  t h e  germ  o f  a n  i d e a :  t h a t  t h e
C o n tin u ed  on p ag e  46
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L e t te r s ,  c o n tin u ed  f ro m  page  37
way t o  g e t  r i d  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  a r t i f a c t  o f  pow er t h a t  i s  
t h r e a t e n i n g  th e  w o rld  i s  t o  jump w i th  i t  i n s i d e  a  
v o lc a n o  i n  t h e  f a r  s o u t h e a s t .  I n  W il l ia m s ,  i t  i s  o n ly  
a  n o t io n ,  and n o t  r e a l l y  a  s e r i o u s  o n e .  I n  T o lk i e n ,  i t  
h a s  becom e th e  o n ly  r i g h t e o u s  c h o ic e .
In  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  M e la n ie  R a w ls ' e x c e l l e n t  
c o m p a riso n  (M y th lo re  4 8 )  o f  H e r la n d  w ith  O ut o f  th e  
S i l e n t  P l a n e t . I  c an  s u g g e s t  a  p o s s ib l e  b r id g e  b e tw een  
G ilm an and L ew is : H .G . W e l ls ,  w hose s h o r t  n o v e l  Men 
l i k e  Gods i s  a l s o  a b o u t  a  U to p ia  t h a t  i s  b r i e f l y  (a n d  
f o o l i s h l y )  in v a d e d  by a  s m a ll  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  from  o u r  
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  As R aw ls s t a t e d  when sh e  r e a d  h e r  p a p e r  
a t  t h e  M y th o p o e ic  C o n fe re n c e ,  i t  i s  r a t h e r  u n l ik e l y  
t h a t  C .S . L ew is r e a d  C h a r l o t t e  G i lm a n 's  o b s c u re  
s e r i a l .  H ow ever, H .G . W e l ls ,  who w as d e e p ly  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  s o c i a l i s t ,  f e m i n i s t  and u to p ia n  i s s u e s  and 
w r i t i n g s ,  may h av e  r e a d  i t .  And we know f o r  a  f a c t  
t h a t  L ew is r e a d  W e lls  —  and e n jo y e d  h i s  w r i t i n g ,  
th o u g h  o f t e n  d i s a g r e e in g  w i th  th e  id e o lo g y .
I  do n o t  know i f  i t  h a s  b een  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  
some o f  t h e  nam es in  P e r e la n d r a  —  B a u r ' and B a ru a , 
Y a ts u r  and  Y a ts u ra h  —  a r e  H ebrew , and a l l  f o u r  mean 
" c r e a t e d . "  In  s t a n d a r d  H ebrew , h o w e v e r , t h e  f e m in in e  
fo rm s w ould h av e  b een  B e ru ah  and  Y e ts u r a h .  The l a c k  o f  
vow el s h i f t  may h av e  b een  an  e r r o r  i n  L e w is ' p a r t ,  o r  
a  d e l i b e r a t e  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n .
Has anybody  e v e r  w ondered  why t h e  h e ro  o f  
P i l g r i m 's  R e g re s s  i s  named Jo h n ?  B e ca u se  t h e  name
com es fro m  th e  Hebrew Y eh ohanan , " t h e  L ord  i s  
G ra c io u s " ?  I n  h o n o r  o f  Jo h n  Bunyan? The m o st l i k e l y  
e x p la n a t i o n ,  i n  my o p i n io n ,  i s  t h a t  Jo h n  i s  t h e  name 
f o r  w h ich  " J a c k "  i s  commonly t h e  n ick n a m e .
COUNCIL OF STEWARDS
A c o p y  o f  t h e  a p p r o v e d  m in u t e s  o f  t h e  
N o v em b er, 1 9 8 6 , C o u n c i l  o f  S te w a r d s  m e e t in g  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  b y  s e n d i n g  a  s t a m p e d  ( 3 9 c  o r  
4 4 c  f o r  2 o z . ) ,  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  l e t t e r - s i z e
e n v e l o p e  t o  t h e  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y :  A nne  
O s b o r n ,  2 7 5 0  O r a n g e  S t r e e t ,  R i v e r s i d e ,  CA 
9 2 5 0 1 .
A c o p y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  B y law s i s  a l s o  
a v a i l a b l e  b y  s e n d in g  a SASE, w i t h  p o s t a g e  f o r  
2 o z .  t o  A nne O s b o r n .
M a t t e r s  t h a t  n e e d  C o u n c i l  o f  S te w a r d s  
a t t e n t i o n  o r  a c t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  c o m m u n ic a te d  t o  
t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y :  A nne
O s b o r n ,  2 7 5 0  O r a n g e  S t r e e t ,  R i v e r s i d e ,  CA 
9 2 5 0 1 .
G e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  
i n t e r e s t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u ld  b e  s e n t  t o  
t h e  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y :  C h r i s t i n e
L o w e n t r o u t ,  1 0 1 7  S e a l  W ay, S e a l  B e a c h  CA 
9 0 7 4 0 .  Q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  j o i n i n g  o r  f o r m i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s ,  s h o u ld  b e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  o u r  
new  S te w a r d :  D a v id  L e n a n d e r ,  293 S e lb y  Av
S t .  P a u l ,  MN 5 5 1 0 2 .
B u s h e s  a n d  B r i a r s ,  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  5
T h a t women a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  d e p th  o f  
c h a r a c t e r iz a t io n  t h a t  h a s come a b ou t s in c e  th e y  have  
e n t e r e d  t h e  f i e l d  m ig h t  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  a s e x i s t  
s ta te m e n t ,  b u t i t  i s n ' t  m eant t o  b e .  Women a r e  j u s t  a s  
c a p a b l e  o f  w r i t i n g  s h a l l o w  s t o r i e s  w i t h  f l a t  
c h a r a c te r s  a s  men a r e .  But b e c a u se  th e y  h a v e n 't  a lw a y s  
been in v o lv e d  w ith  t h e  n u ts  and b o l t s ,  b e c a u se  th e y  
came f r e s h  t o  th e  g en re  when men had been  rew ork in g  
th e  same them es f o r  t o o  lo n g ,  t h e y 'v e  been  a b le  t o  
imbue t h e i r  w r i t in g  w ith  more r e a l i s m — r e a d , b e t t e r  
c h a r a c t e r i z a t io n — th a n  was o r i g i n a l l y  a v a i la b le .
What t h i s  h a s  d o n e  f o r  t h e  b o d y  o f  f a n t a s t i c  
l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a w h ole  i s  g iv e n  i t  a new s e n s i b i l i t y .  
The u n d e r s t a n d in g  t h a t  women a r e  p e o p l e ,  t o o —  
so m eth in g  s o  g iv e n  t h a t  one w onders how th e y  c o u ld  
e v e r  have been  r e le g a t e d  t o  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  se c o n d -  
c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  in  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e — h a s  a d d ed  a 
d im e n s io n  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  f a n t a s t i c  
l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  g iv e s  i t  a new d e p th .
B ecau se  t h e  fa n ta s y  g e n r e — l e s s  so  th a n  s c ie n c e  
f i c t i o n , b u t  s t i l l  t o  som e d e g r e e — w as l a r g e l y  
produ ced  by men, f o r  men, th e  s t o r i e s  te n d e d  t o  be 
a b o u t  m en, w i t h  women r e l e g a t e d  t o  v a g u e  s u p p o r t  
p o s i t i o n s ,  o f t e n  o n ly  a s  an o b j e c t  t o  be r e s c u e d  or  
c h a s e d .  Women w o r k in g  in  t h e  g e n r e  i n  i t s  e a r l i e r  
y e a r s  te n d e d  t o  go by t h e i r  i n i t i a l s  o r  a m an's name 
so  a s n o t  t o  s c a r e  o f f  th e  m ale r e a d e r s h ip .
(A s an i n t e r e s t i n g — i f  som ew h at d e p r e s s i n g —  
a s i d e ,  I f i l l  in  th e  odd day a t  th e  l o c a l  s f  b o o k sto r e  
in  Ottawa and s t i l l  run i n t o  men who w o n 't  rea d  a book 
b e c a u se  i t ' s  w r i t t e n  by a woman. I t ' s  no u s e  t r y in g  
t o  t e l l  them  what t h e y 'r e  m is s in g — t h a t  t h e y 'r e  l o s i n g  
o u t  on o n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  g o o d  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  g e n r e  
b eca u se  h a l f  o f  i t s  p o p u la t io n ,  l i k e  th e  r e a l  w o r ld ' s ,  
i s  made up o f  women. U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  r e v e r s e  i s  
t r u e  a s  w e l l  and t h a t  same b o o k sto r e  h as many woman
cu sto m ers  who w i l l  r ea d  o n ly  b ook s w r i t t e n  by women.)
W hat's hap p en in g  now, th o u g h , i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  
men w r i t i n g  b o o k s  w i t h  s t r o n g  s y m p a t h e t ic  f e m a le  
l e a d s .  I  d o n 't  th in k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c a lc u la t e d  m ove. I  
d o n 't  th in k  men a r e  th in k in g ,  h e y , I ' d  b e t t e r  to u ch  
b a se  w ith  t h a t  grow ing  fem a le  r e a d e r s h ip .  I  do th in k  
i t ' s  hap p en in g  b e c a u se  t h e r e  a r e  more women w r i t in g  
to d a y  and anyone r e a d in g  b r o a d ly  in  t h e  g en re  w i l l  
co m e a c r o s s  b o t h  s t r o n g  m a le  a n d  f e m a l e  l e a d  
c h a r a c t e r s .  I f  su ch  r e a d e r s  a r e  w r i t e r s  th e m s e lv e s ,  
t h i s  new tr e n d  c a n ' t  h e lp  b u t ha v e  an in f lu e n c e  on 
t h e i r  own work— p erh a p s o n ly  on a su b c o n s c io u s  l e v e l ,  
b u t an in f lu e n c e  t h a t  makes i t s  p r e s e n c e  known a l l  th e  
sam e.
Or i t  c o u ld  be more com plex th a n  t h a t .
I  u s e  a l o t  o f  fe m a le  le a d s  m y s e l f ,  b u t i t  w a s n 't  
u n t i l  s i t t i n g  down t o  w r i t e  t h i s  s p e e c h  f o r  t h i s  
M y th o p o e ic  C o n fe r e n c e  t h a t  I a s k e d  m y s e l f  w h y . I 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  my w r i t in g  from  a woman's p e r s p e c t iv e  
h e lp e d  me g iv e  a b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  women m y s e lf .  
A ll  good w r i t in g  sh o u ld  be an e x p lo r a t io n ,  a p u sh in g  
o f  o n e ' s  a b i l i t i e s ,  a se a r c h  fo r  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  
th e  w orld  a t  la r g e  th ro u g h  th e  m icrocosm  o f  s t o r i e s  
a n d  n o v e l s .  B e c a u s e  wom en m ake up  h a l f  o u r  
p o p u la t io n ,  and b e c a u se  I'm  n o t  one m y s e l f ,  i t  makes 
se n s e  t h a t  I w ould want t o  u n d ersta n d  them  and w ould  
lo o k  t o  do so  th rou gh  my own c r e a t iv e  e x p r e s s io n —  
w hich happens t o  be w r i t in g .
I t ' s  b e e n  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  when o n e  s t o p s  
l e a r n i n g ,  o n e  m ig h t  a s  w e l l  s t o p  l i v i n g .  I  e x p e c t  
e v e r y  b ook  I s t a r t - - w h e t h e r  i t  be s o m e th in g  I'm  
w r i t in g  m y s e l f ,  o r  so m eth in g  I'm  r e a d in g — t o  te a c h  me 
so m e th in g . In  f a c t ,  I demand i t .  And w h ile  th e  b u sh es  
and b r i a r s  a r e  s t i l l  o u t  t h e r e ,  a l b e i t  i n  new  
d i s g u i s e s ,  I 'm  hap p y  t o  s a y  t h a t  I 'm  w o r k in g  in  a 
g en re  t h a t  h a s  a g r e a t  many r o s e s  t o  o f f e r  am ongst th e  
w o r ld 's  t h o r n s .
